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Yemen Humanitarian Crisis 
 

The Yemen Humanitarian Crisis is an ongoing conflict that rose as a result of the Yemen Civil                 

War (2014-present). After five years of war, over 24 million Yemenis are in extreme need of                

humanitarian aid in the form of access to food, clean water, shelter, and adequate healthcare. The poverty                 

rate has risen to over 70 percent, leaving almost two thirds of the population (20 million people) on the                   

verge of starvation. Additionally, there have been multiple outbreaks of diseases like cholera, measles,              

and dengue. These diseases are easily preventable, however, due to the inadequate living conditions of the                

region, over a million cholera cases have been reported since 2018. A UN humanitarian chief, Stephen                

O’Brien, made a statement in 2017 claiming that Yemen might have the largest war-rooted humanitarian               

crisis since the end of World War II. 

The most affected group in this country are children; every 10 minutes, a child dies from a                 

preventable cause. According to UNICEF, 12 million Yemeni children need urgent help. Almost half of               

all children younger than 5 years of age suffer from malnourishment. Besides health-induced             

consequences, over 7,500 children have been killed due to airstrikes, shelling, among others, as of June                

2019. Owing to the socio-economic turmoil created by the conflict, the mental health of children has also                 

been jeopardized, as over 50 percent of all children are suspected of suffering from clinical depression.                

SImilarly, education has decreased. Before the pandemic, 2 million children were not attending an              

academic institution and 3.7 million were at risk of dropping out. However, recent circumstances have               

increased these statistics, which can, as a result, have a negative impact on the literacy rates of  children. 

As a direct consequence of the Yemen Humanitarian Crisis, there have been over 275,000              

refugees who seek asylum in neighbouring countries. However, most of the refugees are Internally              

Displaced Persons (IDP). An Internally Displaced Person, as defined by the UNHRC, is a refugee who                

has “not crossed a border to find safety.” As of 5 years ago, the Yemen Crisis has resulted in 3.65 million                     

IDPs and 1.28 million returnees, or refugees who have returned back to their country of origin. Since the                  

beginning of 2019, over 46,660 families have been internally displaced. The highest number of displaced               

households were reported in Hajjah (17,484 families), Al Dhale’e (8,848 families ), and Al Hudayah               

(8,031 families).  

Another recent factor that has maximized the adverse effects of this Crisis is the ongoing               

COVID-19 pandemic, as the war-shattered health system of the Yemeni people has been put into greater                

stress. Over half of Yemen’s healthcare facilities are closed or partially functioning. Additionally,             



 

political tensions have targeted these facilities, as medical personnel have been threatened, injured,             

abducted, detained, and killed. Because of this, many physicians have fled Yemen, which has only               

worsened the country’s response to the virus. In addition, it is impossible to know the extent at which                  

coronavirus has spread due to the limited testing available. However, based on epidemiological             

projections, nearly 55 percent of the population could be infected with the virus.  

The ongoing Yemen Civil War is the very reason for the current humanitarian crisis within the                

country. In 2011, Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi took on the role of President, but it did not take long for                   

Yemen to realise he was unfit for the position. Mr. Hadi did not know how to manage the nation’s                   

existing problems, such as attacks, separaist movement, corruption, and poverty. The Houthi group, which              

centers its beliefs on a minority branch of Islam, decided to take advantage of the new president’s                 

weakness by taking control of various territories. Many Yeminis decided to support their movement              

because they were disappointed with Mr. Hadi’s lack of leadership and action. By 2014, the Houthi took                 

over the capital city. Saudi Arabia decided to intervene, thinking that the war would last a few weeks at                   

the most. However, it has been over four years of foreign military stalemate because the Houthis have                 

stayed put in Sanaa. 

The UNHCR and partnering organizations and committees continue to provide various forms of             

assistance and responses to the families who are fleeing from conflict. Their efforts are directed towards                

distributing the basic household needs that are not food-based, such as Emergency Shelter Kits. So far, the                 

UNHCR has successfully supplied around 50,000 of these necessary kits to IDPs. Seeing as the               

Emergency Shelter Kits are relatively low cost, they serve as a temporary solution for shelter until                

something long-term can be adopted. Similarly, the UNHCR deliver Transitional Shelter Kits, which use              

local materials to offer shelter to the Yeminis that need it for up to five years. The UNHRC recognizes                   

that the kits do not serve as permanent solutions to the problem, which is why the organization has also                   

arranged about 190 Refugee Housing Units spread out through the country with the help of the Better                 

Shelter enterprise and the IKEA Foundation.  
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